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NOTICE PURSUANT TO: SECTION 177AE OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 
(AS AMENDED) AND THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (AS AMENDED)

PROPOSED WALKING TRAIL AT CAPPOQUIN, CO. WATERFORD
NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO AN BORD PLEANÁLA FOR APPROVAL

Notice is hereby given that Waterford City & County Council proposes to seek approval of An Bord
Pleanála for a proposed walking trail at Cappoquin and Kilbree East, Co. Waterford, comprising

• A steel platform structure to link Avonmore Bridge with the existing Cappoquin Rowing Club access
ramp

• Refurbishment of the existing Cappoquin Rowing Club access ramp with anti-slip surfacing and new
balustrades

• A new, asphalt surfaced trail route through the grounds of Cappoquin Rowing Club
• New steps and pathway from Cappoquin Rowing Club to the N72
• A new pedestrian and vehicular access between Port na h’Abhann and Cappoquin Rowing Club 
• Steps, stone gabions and landscaping between the proposed vehicular access to Cappoquin Rowing

Club and the river
• A paved walking route along the quay wall to the rear of properties on Port na h’Abhann, including

new restraint along the river
• New public realm spaces and a refurbished slipway at Cappoquin Boat Club
• A woodland embankment trail on the eastern approach to the Old Red Railway Bridge, together with

landscaping of the embankment and timber post and wire fence
• Refurbishment of the masonry and steel sections of the Old Red Railway Bridge to form a new walking

route, including asphalt surfacing on the masonry section of the bridge, decking to support
composite surfacing on the steel section, balustrades, and planted areas

• Surface treatment of the existing steel on the Old Red Railway Bridge, including grit blasting and
surface coating

• A new steel access ramp to provide multi-user access to the western landing of the Old Red Railway
Bridge, including balustrades

• Refurbishment of the existing footpath along Tourin Road using asphalt and granite kerbing
• Refurbishment of the existing footpath along Avonmore bridge using natural stone paving together

with a new drainage channel
• Public lighting along the entire trail route

The following Protected Structures are considered to be materially affected by the proposed
development:

RPS Number NIAH Reg Number Townland Location/Name Structure/Use

50 22810097 Cappoquin Avonmore Bridge Vehicular bridge

519 22810114 Kilbree East Cappoquin Disused railway bridge
Railway Viaduct

An Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment Report has been prepared in respect of the effect of the
proposed development on these structures.

An Appropriate Assessment Screening Report and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) has been prepared as
part of the application for approval in respect of the proposed scheme.

An Bord Pleanála may give approval to the application for development with or without conditions or
may refuse the application for development.

A copy of the Plans and Particulars for the development, the Natura Impact Statement, and the
Appropriate Assessment Screening Report will be available for inspection at the following locations
during working hours from Friday 27th May 2022 to Friday 8th July 2022 inclusive:

• The offices of Waterford City & County Council:
o Customer Care Office, Bailey's New Street, Waterford, X91 XH42. Monday to Friday, 9:30am to 4pm 

(open through lunch).
o Customer Care Office, Civic Offices, Davitt's Quay, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford. X35 Y326. Monday to 

Friday, 9:30am to 4pm (open through lunch).
o Available for inspection on Waterford City & County Council’s website at www.waterfordcouncil.ie

• The Offices of An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough Street, Dublin 1, between the hours of 9.15am 
and 5.30pm, Monday to Friday

The Natura Impact Statement and the Appropriate Assessment Screening Report may be inspected free
of charge or purchased on payment of a specified fee (which shall not exceed the reasonable cost of
making such copy).

Submissions or observations may be made in writing only to An Bord Pleanála, 64 Marlborough
Street, Dublin 1 D01V902 during the above-mentioned period relating to:

I. The impact of the proposed development, if carried out, for proper planning and sustainable 
development in the area or areas concerned.

II. The likely effects of the proposed development on the environment, and
III. The likely significant effects of the proposed development on a European site.

Submissions or observations must be received by An Bord Pleanála not later than 5.30 pm on Friday
8th July 2022.

A person may question the validity of a decision by An Bord Pleanála by way of an application for
judicial review, under Order 84 of the rules of the Superior Courts (S.I. No.15 of 1986) in accordance
with Section 50 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

Practical information in respect of the judicial review process can be accessed on the Board’s website:
www.pleanala.ie or on the Citizens Information Service website: www.citizensinformation.ie

Michael Quinn,
Director of Services,
Economic Development,
Waterford City & County Council.  17th May, 2022

McGUINNESS SLAMS
GOVERNMENT PARTIES 

OVER CONTINUED FAILURE
TO DREDGE CÉ HEILBHIC

DESPITE €35M EU WINDFALL
Sinn Féin Councillor Conor D. McGuinness has

slammed the failure by the current Government
parties to provide the funding necessary to dredge the
fisheries harbour at Cé Heilbhic despite having an
additional €35 million from the European Union that
is earmarked specifically for local authority owned
ports and harbours. McGuinness has championed this
issue over the years and ensured that Waterford City
and County Council submitted a fresh application to
Government for funding earlier this year. He spoke of
the ‘frustration’ and ‘disbelief’ that this application
was again turned down. 

McGuinness said:
“It beggars belief that this current Government has

yet again refused to provide the funding necessary to
get Cé Heilbhic dredged. This is a working fisheries
harbour supporting commercial operations. It is also
home to the RNLI Helvick and Dungarvan Lifeboat.
The harbour has become full of sand and silt over
recent years and is in dire need of dredging. As things
stand boats cannot enter or leave the harbour during
low tides, and the situation is getting exponentially
worse. 

“Earlier this year the Government
announced an additional €35
million funding for local authority
owned ports and harbours, on top of
the standard annual budget
managed by the Department of
Agriculture, Food and the Marine -
yet despite this unprecedented
increase the recent application for
funding to begin the dredging
process was knocked back. You
couldn’t make it up. 

This same Department requires
local authorities to undertake
expensive surveying and
preparatory work before dredging
can take place. This work can often
cost as much if not more than the

actual dredging. It devising the funding scheme it has
decided that it won’t fund this key preparatory work,
creating a situation where local authorities are unable
to access funding for dredging. Heilbhic has fallen
victim to this ridiculous Catch-22 situation. 

“Ultimately responsibility for this mess lies with
Minister McConalogue and his colleagues in the
Fianna Fáil, Fine Gael and Green Party Government.
He makes the regulations of the scheme and he has the
ability to amend them. He is treating us as fools by
trying to hide behind arbitrary rules that he himself
has the authority to make, break or change.

“Boats returning to port with their catch often have
to wait at sea until the tide rises enough to allow them
enter the harbour. There are serious concerns about
the lifeboat being unable to respond to an emergency
call at low tide due to being stuck in the harbour. Will
it take a tragedy at sea before the coalition parties get
their act together? 

“It is beyond time for action on this. Lives and
livelihoods are being put at risk. The Minister needs to
amend his own ridiculous rules and make the funding
available before its too late.”

Helvick Head RNLI came to the aid of four sailors
yesterday evening (Sunday 15 May) after they got
into difficulty and needed assistance in the Gold
Coast area of Dungarvan. 

With mild easterly winds and calm seas, the
volunteer crew launched their inshore lifeboat at
the request of the Irish Coast Guard at 6.25pm. It
followed a report from a member of the public
who spotted the sailors waving from their
speedboat which had broken down and was
drifting with the tide. 

The lifeboat helmed by Joe Foley and with crew
members Alan Kelly, Simon O’Hara and Paidi
Breathnach onboard, launched at 6.33pm and
made its way to the scene. 

Once on scene, the crew assessed the situation

and found the casualties to be safe and well.  As the
speedboat had sustained engine failure, a decision
was made to tow it back to shore.  

After bringing the group to the nearest safe port at
Ballinacourty Pier, the lifeboat returned to Helvick
Head station at 7.15pm.    

Speaking following the call out, Kieran Rossiter,
Helvick Head RNLI Deputy Launching Authority said:
‘We would commend the member of the public who
did the right thing by calling for help when they saw
the sailors were in difficulty. We would remind
anyone planning a trip to sea to always go prepared.
Wear a lifejacket and be sure to carry a means of
communication. Should you get into trouble or see
someone else in difficulty, dial 999 or 112 and ask for
the Coast Guard.’ 

Helvick Head RNLI assists
four sailors in broken down

speedboat off Dungarvan 

Sinn Féin Councillor Conor D. McGuinness


